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Opinion Data sharing

The Windrush scandal reminds us of the value
of archives

Destroying records and cutting library funds are political acts with grave implications
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A Windrush passenger list. The destruction of such documents indicates at best a failure of management, and at worst a callous
disregard for certain Britons © The National Archives/Crown Copyright
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‘There was truth, and there was untruth, and
it you clung to the truth even against the
whole world you were not mad’

George Orwell, Nineteen-eighty four (1949)
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Euclid, Elements,
Constantinople,
CE 888

Bodleian Library, MS.

D’Orville 301
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The original University
Library at Oxford, begun
1320, University Church
of St Mary the Virgin,
Oxford.
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William Marshall, John Milton, 1645 Bodleian: Arch.g.f.17 / John Rouse c. 1652 Bodleian: LP 116 / Thomas Hyde c. 1701 Bodleian: LP 183



Bodleian Libraries, MS. Bodley 855
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John James Halls, Rear Admiral
Sir George Cockburn at the
burning of Washington
engraved by C. Turner.
Mezzotint Library of Congress
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George Robert Gleig, A narrative of
the campaigns of the British Army at
Washington (London: John Murray,
1821)

... they proceeded, without a, moment’s delay to burn
and destroy every thing in the most distant degree
connected with the government. ...

All this was as it should be, and had the arm of
vengeance been extended no farther, there would not
have been room given for so much as a whisper of
disapprobation. But unfortunately it did not stop here;
a noble library, several printing offices, and all the
national archives were likewise committed to the
flames, which no doubt the property of government,
might better have been spared.

after Daniel Maclise, George Robert Gleig
pen and ink, (published early 1830s)
London, National Portrait Gallery D34535



George Munger (1781-1825). 4
[U.S. Capitol after Burning by “
the British], 1814. Ink and
watercolor. Prints and
Photographs Division, Library of
Congress ]
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Gilbert Stuart (1755-1828)

Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) ‘The
Edgehill Portrait’

Oil on mahogany panel 1805/1821

Smithsonian Institution, National
Portrait Gallery NPG.82.97
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THE BURNING OF LOUVAIN.

———tmel——

The Senate of the National University o6f
E:ela.nd yesterdey passed the following resolg-
0N, t— * '

" The Senate of the National University of
Ireland desires to offer to the illustrious Univer-
sity ¢ Louvain ifts deep sympathy on the
calamity ‘which hos bLefallen it—a calamity.
without parallel in history since the destruction
of the Library of Alexandria. If this example
prevail in warfare, then we may expeot to
find the records and echievements of civiliza-
tion extinguisheéd by ipgnorance in arms. There-
fore we appeal to the universities of all nations
to unite in & protest against an act so disastrous
to the progress of mankind.”

A Reuter telegram from The Hague states
that a dozén prominent Dutch ‘artists and men
of letters yestefday forwarded a telegram to
the German KEmperor. protesting against the
destruation. of the tawm af Tanvain: Mha
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Commemorative Portrait of the Vilna
Gaon. Lithograph, 1897.

William A. Rosenthall Collection,
Addlestone Library, College of
Charleston.

Strashun Library, Vilnius

YIVO Institute, New York



Interior of the Strashun Library and Chaikl Lunski (1881-1943) Librarian of the
Strashun




Max Weinrich with

attendees at a YIVO _

seminar on 5 ] 4
psychoanalysis " N ‘

Yivo Institute
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YIVO from an album that documents the
confiscation of cultural property by the
Einsatzstab Reichsleiter Rosenberg.

Yad Vashem: 368
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Wilnal
YIVO






Emanuel Ringelblum,
founder of the "Oyneg
Shabes" archive

Yad Vashem: 1592/64




ALEXARDER
5= 5ER

CHERY

e, N-Y-|
















/ )
| »
,- | )
, ‘.l " 4 ;
I y
b

1 ,f[ﬂ* LIBRARIES & ARCHIVES =
Jf 4 ESSENTIAL PART OF THE
UMl INFRASTRUCTURE FOR
i FREEDOM









= Q FINANCIAL TIMES myFT

HOME WORLD UK COMPANIES TECH MARKETS CLIMATE OPINION WORK & CAREERS LIFE & ARTS HOW TO SPEND IT Portfolio Settings & Account

’

The Weekend Essay Life & Arts
The battle for Afghanistan’s

libraries

As cultural and educational institutions face up to Taliban rule, there are
still ways for the west to help




if-3 %m* :K
=
— -
Pt
W EEDE
e ».,.,.... =

.IV-&.Q \-
LS bmmmmm,

|

%m&
=t | b.cb
é




&« Tweet

s= @FLFreedomRead

Yesterday we logged almost 200 challenges- about 150 of those
resulted in immediate removals.

This is a picture of all the books removed from one HS library, in one

day, in one District, due to the objections of . . .
A Inone BISTEE, due fo the objections of one man Teen shelves half empty at Hamilton East as library conducts
This is not freedom. #FreeTheBooks $300K board-pushed book review
I

RACHEL FRADETTE Indianapolis Star
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IDEAS

GO AHEAD AND BAN MY
BOOK

To those who seek to stop young people from reading 7he
| i Handmaid’s Tale: Good luck with that. Itll only make them want
o B S A S to read it more.

I == B -




- " IN TH1s BUILDING We protect
. the books we agree with and those
L]
o

We do not with €qual fervor.

That is thejbundatz‘on ofdemm'r;:u

Brooklyn Public Library, 2023
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Missouri Senate puts library money back

in budget

Kurt Erickson Apr 19, 2023
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SUPREME COURT Gauiuh Eikator. ADVANCED SEARCH
OF THE UNITED STATES DOEKETSEARCH
SEARCH TIPS
pr <
OPINIONS FILING & RULES ORAL ARGUMENTS CASE DOCUMENTS NEWS MEDIA ABOUT THE COURT
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HOME > OPINIONS > OPINIONS OF THE COURT - 2018

Opinions of the Court - 2018

Opinions Relating to Orders

“Slip” opinions are the first version of the Court’s opinions posted on this website. A “slip” opinion consists of the majority
‘= ~k-—Lars Opinions or principal opinion, any concurring or dissenting opinions written by the Justices, and a prefatory syllabus prepared by the

Screenshot

Reporter’s Office that summarizes the decision. The slip opinions collected here are those issued during October Term 2018
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Review

Twitter’s potential collapse could wipeout -~
vastrecords ofrecenthumanhistory = = =

What happens when the world’'s knowledge is held in a quasi-public square
owned by a private company that could soon go out of business?

By Chris Stokel-Walker November 11,2022
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Facebook helps you connect and share
with the people in your life.

Forgotten password?

Create New Account

Create a Page for a celebrity, band or business.
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Home Visit Collections Services Events About

Home » Collections » Donations » Donating digital items » Facebook Archive Project

Caring for your collections +

Facebook Archive Project AZ of our collections 4

) o _ ) _ Using the collections -
Is your Facebook account an archive of you? Participate in the Facebook Archive project by
donating your account archive to the Alexander Turnbull Library so it can be preserved and
available for future researchers. Digital preservation +
Music Hire Service +
Donate your Facebook archive
Donations -
We’re inviting New Zealanders to donate their Facebook archives to the Alexander Turnbull Library. This
will continue the work that has always been part of our mission — collecting items that have a relationship . R
Donating digital items —
to Aotearoa New Zealand or the Pacific.
Your Facebook account will be part of a collection future researchers will use. It will help them see: Facebook Archive Project =

+ what we chose to save
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Opinion UK politics & policy
Ephemeral messages remove scrutiny from
government

The lack of record in affairs of state is a concern both for now and future historians

RICHARD OVENDEN v Added
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Bringing Clarity to an Evolving Digital World
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George Greenwood

Tuesday July 12 2022, 8.31am,

The Times

Health

Today’s sections ~ | Pastsix days = Explore v | Times Radio Times+

POLITICS

Use of private WhatsApp broke
transparency rules

Watchdog rebukes Department of Health for conducting official business on private
platforms

Ministers including Matt Hancock routinely used private email accounts for government business
GUILHEM BAKER FOR THE TIMES

ehsaatdl Opinion Sport Culture Lifestyle More v

UK » UK politics Education Media Society Law Scotland Wales Northern Ireland

Covid inquiry
Coronavirus

Covid-19 inquiry to examine Boris
Johnson WhatsApp messages

Messages between Johnson and officials requested alongside
cabinet minutes for second stage of inquiry

Robert Booth Social affairs
correspondent

‘particular scrutiny’ of decisions
ers from early January 2020 to

Screenshot
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Did you know maintained a video log (Vlog) from 2011-2014. He de Ve _ have it here.
105 of the 108, almost 3 hours of video, 30k words added to the record. o/n .

— Factba.se (@FactbaseFeed)

DONALD TRUMP.
SPEECHES. TWEETS. POLICY.
UNEDITED. UNFILTERED. INSTANTLY.
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Olga Tokariuk &
@olgatokariuk

»

Russian occupiers seize and destroy Ukrainian
textbooks, history books in Chernihiv, Sumy, Donetsk
and Luhansk regions. They are searching for books
about Ukraine's struggle for independence, Maidan
and war, Ukraine defense intelligence said
facebook.com/Defencelntelli...

4:511.n. - 24 Marta 2022 - Twitter Web App

(Lﬁ Euromaidan Press &
@EuromaidanPress

¢ In the village of Oleksandrivka, Kherson Oblast, the
Russian military destroyed a library of more than 16,0
books - Olena Malyarenko, the director of the Stanisle
Public Library

suspilne.media/225198-na-hers...

10:17 i.n. - 4 Aib 2022 - Twitter Web App







g Isabelle Khurshudyan & ot
@ikhurshudyan
An evening in Ukraine: enjoying dinner with
colleagues in Dnipro when the air-raid siren goes off.
Everyone in the restaurant ignores, because it's
always going off nowadays. And then after a few

minutes, a big boom. And then Telegram alerts of
explosions elsewhere and everywhere

9:02 PM - May 4, 2022 ©)

9 Read the full conversation on Twitter

QO 17k O Reply T, Share

Read 31 replies

This tweet from Washington Post reporter Isabelle Khurshudyan, who is now on the ground in Ukraine, is an
example of the type of informaton that people are posting online about their own experiences of the war, and
those of the people around them. Much of this will be ephemeral, and action is needed to ensure that some of

these contemporary insights are preserved for future reflection | Isabelle Khurshudyan
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Putin’s War on Ukrainian Memory

As repositories of national culture and consciousness, the libraries and

archives of Ukraine have become a target of Russian aggression.

By Richard Ovenden
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he past was erased, the erasure was
forgotten, the lie became truth’

George Orwell, Nineteen eighty-four (1949)






