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‘There was truth, and there was untruth, and 
if you clung to the truth even against the 

whole world you were not mad’

George Orwell, Nineteen-eighty four (1949)









Euclid, Elements, 
Constantinople, 
CE 888
Bodleian Library, MS. 
D’Orville 301









The original University 
Library at Oxford, begun 
1320, University Church 
of St Mary the Virgin, 
Oxford.











William Marshall, John Milton, 1645 Bodleian: Arch.g.f.17 / John Rouse c. 1652 Bodleian: LP 116 / Thomas Hyde c. 1701 Bodleian: LP 183



Bodleian Libraries, MS. Bodley 855 Bodleian Libraries, Auct. 1Q 4.4





John James Halls, Rear Admiral 
Sir George Cockburn at the 
burning of Washington 
engraved by C. Turner. 
Mezzotint Library of Congress





George Robert Gleig, A narrative of 
the campaigns of the British Army at 
Washington (London: John Murray, 
1821)

… they proceeded, without a, moment’s delay to burn 
and destroy every thing in the most distant degree 
connected with the government.  …

All this was as it should be, and had the arm of 
vengeance been extended no farther, there would not 
have been room given for so much as a whisper of 
disapprobation. But unfortunately it did not stop here; 
a noble library, several printing offices, and all the 
national archives were likewise committed to the 
flames, which no doubt the property of government, 
might better have been spared. 

after Daniel Maclise, George Robert Gleig
pen and ink, (published early 1830s)
London, National Portrait Gallery D34535



George Munger (1781–1825). 
[U.S. Capitol after Burning by 
the British], 1814. Ink and 
watercolor. Prints and 
Photographs Division, Library of 
Congress 



Gilbert Stuart (1755-1828)

Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) ‘The 
Edgehill Portrait’

Oil on mahogany panel 1805/1821

Smithsonian Institution, National 
Portrait Gallery NPG.82.97













Commemorative Portrait of the Vilna 
Gaon. Lithograph, 1897. 
William A. Rosenthall Collection, 
Addlestone Library, College of 
Charleston.

Strashun Library, Vilnius

YIVO Institute, New York



Interior of the Strashun Library and Chaikl Lunski (1881-1943) Librarian of the 
Strashun



Max Weinrich with 
attendees at a YIVO 
seminar on 
psychoanalysis

Yivo Institute









YIVO from an album that documents the 
confiscation of cultural property by the 
Einsatzstab Reichsleiter Rosenberg.

Yad Vashem: 368





Boxes and Jars in which the Ringelblum
Archives were concealed

Yad Vashem: 1605/17

Emanuel Ringelblum, 
founder of the "Oyneg
Shabes" archive

Yad Vashem: 1592/64













LIBRARIES & ARCHIVES = 
ESSENTIAL PART OF THE 
INFRASTRUCTURE FOR 

FREEDOM



education







diversity







Brooklyn Public Library, 2023





Preserve the rights of 
citizens











Why archive the web?



Reference points for facts and truth 















Identity











‘The past was erased, the erasure was 
forgotten, the lie became truth’

George Orwell, Nineteen eighty-four (1949)
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